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Seattle Public Schools celebrates  
strong gains in statewide exams 

Seattle students lead state in grades 3-8 

Seattle Public School students made strong academic gains during the 2010-2011 school year, 
Interim Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield reported today, thanks to great principals, great 
teachers and involved families who are connected to their schools. 

Spring 2011 test results released today by the Washington Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI) showed Seattle Public Schools students outperforming the state 
average. Seattle students met or exceeded standard on the state exams at a higher rate than 
the statewide average in every tested subject in grades 3-8, falling behind only in the reading, 
writing, and math exams in grade 10. 

“When I started as Chief Academic Officer in 2009, my top priority was improving our students’ 
academic achievement,” said Dr. Enfield. “While we must continue to make progress, I am very 
proud of what we have accomplished since then. Today’s test results are a real testament to 
the hard work of our students, teachers, principals, families and staff.” 

Even as Seattle students outperformed the state average in most subjects, they also 
demonstrated strong year-to-year growth, showing improvement in nearly all tested subjects. 
The percentage of students who met or exceeded standard in 2011 increased for all subjects 
except grade 3 math and grades 7 and 8 reading. Students in grade 5 showed a 5.3 percentage 
point increase at meeting or exceeding proficiency in math compared to 2009-2010, students in 
grade 6 showed a 4.4 percentage point increase in math, and students in grade 6 showed a 7.9 
percentage point increase in reading.  

District leaders attributed students’ strong performance in math to excellent teaching, as well 
as Seattle’s focused professional development on math content and instructional strategies. 

“We have focused on giving students a robust, real world understanding of mathematical 
concepts,” said Dr. Enfield. “Instead of teaching to the test, we have worked to make sure our 
students truly understand basic concepts. That approach has proven extremely successful.” 
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Students also showed gains in science in grade 10, with a 5.9 percentage point improvement in 
the number of students who met or exceeded standard on the High School Proficiency Exam 
(HSPE) in science. 

“This progress in science is extremely important and must be sustained,” Dr. Enfield said. “Our 
District-wide focus on science and mathematics is helping students gain vital skills and prepare 
for higher education and 21st century careers.” 

The OSPI test results released today cover the statewide testing Seattle students participated in 
during spring 2011. Students in grades 3 through 8 took Measurements of Student Progress 
(MSP) tests in reading, math, writing (grades 4 and 7 only) and science (grades 5 and 8 only). 
Students in 10th grade took High School Proficiency Exams (HSPE) in reading, writing and 
science, as well as end-of-course (EOC) exams in math.  

In addition to the statewide exams, Seattle teachers and principals also use a computer-based 
assessment tool, the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), which all Seattle students took 
three times last year. Checking MAP results helps teachers and principals set benchmarks for 
their students and make changes in instruction to meet each student’s unique needs. 

School Board President Steve Sundquist noted that Seattle’s gains on the statewide exams are 
the direct result of ongoing work in the classroom, as well as improvements in District 
leadership.  

“Our state results show steady and continuous improvement,” he said. “We can trace these 
gains directly to excellent teaching and strong instructional leadership. Now we must continue 
to build on them each year. These results give teachers and families crucial information about 
how their students compare with other students around the state.”  

Lauren McGuire from the Seattle Council PTSA also applauded Seattle’s strong showing on the 
statewide exams.  

"Parents and families should be pleased to see the progress the district is making in increasing 
academic achievement,” she said. "We need to continue to emphasize academic rigor so all of 
our students can reach their potential. I know this year students, families, teachers, principals 
and district staff will continue the hard work for greater gains for all students.” 

Tables showing SPS trend data and state comparisons can be found at the end of this 
document. Complete information about 2011 state test results for each school, grade level and 
student subgroup can be found at the OSPI report card at http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us.  

100 percent of students meet or exceed standard at three schools 

At three Seattle schools all of the students in at least one grade met or exceeded standard on 
the statewide tests in reading, writing, or math. 

http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/
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At Queen Anne Elementary School, a school that opened just last year, every student in grade 
4 met or exceeded standard in writing. Principal David Elliott attributes the school’s excellent 
results to “exceptional, committed teachers, particularly in reading and writing.”  

At Montlake Elementary School, every student in grade 3 met or exceeded standard in reading. 
Students throughout the school also improved their performance in math. 

At McGilvra Elementary School, every student in grade 4 met or exceeded standard in writing, 
up from 78.6 percent in 2009-2010. 

Seattle Public Schools makes progress in attacking achievement gap 

Dr. Enfield identified attacking the achievement gap between student groups as her top priority 
for 2011-2012. She noted that the District’s Executive Directors of Schools, principals and 
teachers are all focused on strategies to meet the individual needs of students – both those 
who are struggling and those who need additional academic challenge.  

“We are working to raise the quality of instruction for all students,” she said, “and we are 
attacking the achievement gap to ensure that all students succeed.” 

Starting this fall, Seattle Public Schools is officially launching AGREE, or Attacking Gaps/Raising 
Expectations Everywhere, as a motto for this work. Principals, teachers and community 
members will work together to pinpoint gaps and ensure all students are challenged.  

Dr. Enfield pointed to progress for special education students, noting that they exhibited the 
most improvement of any student subgroup relative to the District average on the statewide 
exams. She noted that grade 6 special education students increased their proficiency level in 
reading by 14 percentage points over the 2009-2010 school year.  

She also noted that students enrolled in the free-and-reduced-priced-lunch (FRL) program 
demonstrated large gains in reading proficiency. FRL students in grades 6 and 3 experienced an 
increase in reading proficiency by 9.8 and 8.4 percentage points, respectively. FRL students in 
grade 10 demonstrated a gain in reading proficiency by 6.5 percentage points and also in 
science proficiency by 5.2 percentage points. 

Although special education and FRL students made substantial progress last year, Dr. Enfield 
acknowledged that White and Asian-American students continued to widen the achievement 
gap by pulling up and away from the District average, particularly in science. She also noted 
that bilingual, Black, Native American and special education students continued to exhibit some 
of the largest achievement gaps, with proficiency rates for Native American students declining 
in many areas and grades.  

Dr. Cathy Thompson, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, said her team is 
focusing on interventions with Native American students, including looking at the data for every 
individual Native American student in order to fully understand the reason for low performance 
on the state test and then working with school principals and teachers to target supportive 
services to Native American students who are not meeting grade level standards.   
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Dr. Enfield noted that, although the statewide exams are only one of many different measures 
of student achievement, they provide a very valuable measure of progress in the performance 
of different student subgroups.  

“We still have achievement gaps we must address and we will use the information from our 
statewide testing results to set a road map for improvement,” Enfield said. 

More Seattle schools demonstrate Adequate Yearly Progress 

Student proficiency levels on the spring 2011 statewide exams were also used to determine 
which schools made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) under the Federal No Child Left Behind 
law. To make AYP, each school must meet a statewide uniform bar, which requires that a 
certain percentage of students in each grade level and in each student subgroup meet or 
exceed standard in reading and math. 

In 2011, the statewide uniform bar required to meet AYP was increased. However, even with 
this increased bar, Seattle was able to reduce the number of students not meeting standard in 
reading by 7.9 percent for all students in grades 3-5, by 2.1 percent in grades 6-8, and by 7.6 
percent for high school students.  

Seattle students showed particularly dramatic growth in high school math: a 15.9 percent 
increase in students in grade 10 who met or exceeded standard. Low income students in grade 
10 (defined as those eligible for the free-and-reduced-lunch (FRL) program) increased from 28.6 
percent meeting or exceeding standard in 2010 to 50.9 percent in 2011; Black students showed 
a 22.5 percent increase; and limited English students showed a 26.9 percent increase.  

In addition, several schools that have struggled in recent years made AYP in 2010-2011.  

Dearborn Park Elementary made AYP for the first time in five years. Over the past three years, 
the school has showed a 27.4 percent reduction in Black students not meeting standard, the 
one area in which students had not been making enough progress in past years.  

West Seattle Elementary, at which students made proficiency gains in math and reading in 
grades 3-5, made AYP in 2010-2011 for the first time since 2004-2005. 

Sanislo Elementary made AYP for the first time since 2007-2008. 

Catharine Blaine K-8 made AYP for the first time in three years.  

Greenwood Elementary has made AYP for the past two years based on tremendous student 
gains, thus moving out of the required steps of improvement for schools that did not make AYP.  

Hawthorne Elementary made AYP through Safe Harbor, which is a reduction in students not 
meeting standard. However, due to an unexcused absence rate greater than 1 percent, the 
school did not make AYP status based on OSPI’s revised data.  
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Seattle Public Schools share their success stories 

Seattle schools around the city and at all grade levels showed strong improvement during 2011. 
Here are some of their stories: 

Franklin High School. At Franklin High School, which is 
located in one of the most diverse ZIP codes in the 
county, students are making steady progress through 
an emphasis on teacher leadership. 

Principal Jennifer Wiley credits the school’s 
“incredible” staff for their hard work. 

“At Franklin,” Wiley said, “we look inward and set 
about to build a school that can work for all kids. We 

believe all kids bring powerful intelligence to us and it is our job to unleash their genius.”  

The percent of Franklin students meeting proficiency on the HSPE increased in 2011 in all three 
tested subjects: reading, science, and writing. In reading, for example, the school went from 
just 64 percent of students meeting standard in 2010 to 80.9 percent in 2011, a number that 
exceeds the district-wide average. All student groups made gains in reading, and most made 
gains in writing and science as well, helping to reduce the school’s achievement gap. 

Wiley noted that teacher leadership was the cornerstone of Franklin’s success. “We share a 
common vision,” she said, “and allow those who have content-specific expertise to chart the 
way. We diagnose, prescribe, monitor, and adjust all year long.” Wiley noted that Franklin staff 
focused on vocabulary development, reading comprehension and informational texts last year, 
and made sure students who were struggling in class received tutoring and one-on-one 
support. 

Wiley said that she and the team at Franklin are particularly proud of their literacy efforts and 
their work closing the achievement gap for nearly every student group in reading and writing. 
However, she and her staff are still not satisfied. “We will continue to push until all of our 
students perform at or above state standard,” Wiley promised.  

B.F. Day Elementary. Students at B.F. Day Elementary in Northwest Seattle 
made dramatic gains last year. In grade 5, the percent of students meeting 
proficiency in math increased from 45.2 percent in 2010 to 72.1 percent in 
2011, with increases in every student group.  

Susan McCloskey, B.F. Day’s principal, attributes students’ success to the staff’s intense focus 
on instruction. She noted that teachers worked together in Professional Learning Communities 
all year to identify students who needed more help and then to connect them with extra 
support.  
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“We were a pilot school for MAP (the computerized Measures of Academic Progress exam that 
students take three times a year),” McCloskey said, “and we’re very familiar with using MAP 
data to see the kids who are under the 50th percentile and focus on getting them the services 
they need.”  

McCloskey supported school staff by stepping up her own involvement in the classroom, taking 
“learning walks” around the building every other week to ensure that students understood 
what they were expected to learn and that they were making progress on their work.  

McCloskey praised the school staff, as well as B.F. Day’s active team of volunteers who support 
students with tutoring and after-school enrichment programs. She also acknowledged B.F. 
Day’s strong level of family involvement. “It makes a real difference in how students learn,” she 
said, “when education is a priority in the home.” 

Dearborn Park Elementary. Family involvement has been key 
to students’ success at Dearborn Park Elementary in 
Southeast Seattle. 

Students in grade 4, in particular, made sizable gains last year. 
The percent of students who met or exceeded standard in 
math increased from just 22 percent in 2010 to 63.5 percent 
in 2011; in reading, the increase was from 39 percent in 2010 
to 69.2 percent in 2011; and in writing, the percent of 
students meeting standard jumped from 28.3 percent in 2010 
to 54.7 percent in 2011. 

Principal Angela Bogan attributes part of this success to the school’s partnership with families. 
“Our school was intentional in holding language-based parent information nights, in addition to 
our monthly evening parent events,” Bogan said. “At the start of the school year, we held a 
parent night every Monday for the first seven weeks of school. This covered our top seven 
languages, although there are 13 languages spoken at Dearborn Park.” 

Bogan pointed to other significant changes that contributed to the success of students at 
Dearborn Park, most notably an adjustment to the school schedule so that teachers could work 
together to teach different subjects. “In 1st grade, for example,” she said, “one teacher teaches 
writing and word study, another teaches literacy and the third teaches math. Having teachers 
focus on one content area allows them to become Master teachers and to create a natural 
sense of collaboration.” She noted that this departmentalized scheduling gave teachers the 
chance to focus on student performance in just one subject area to make sure they were 
meeting students’ needs. 

Dearborn Park teachers worked with a Literacy Coach, a Math Coach, and an Intervention 
Teacher to help them meet students’ needs, and also received ongoing coaching from Bogan, 
who visited classrooms regularly and followed up to ensure that students and teachers received 
the support they needed. 
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Bogan also said that Dearborn Park sets high expectations for students and their families, and 
provides extra support for students who need more help. “Families know they are welcome and 
valued at school,” Bogan said, noting that families then reinforce the importance of students’ 
schoolwork.  

McClure Middle School. Students at McClure 
Middle School made gains in all subjects 
during 2011, showing particular strength in 
reading and writing. 

In grade 6, 83.1 percent of students met or 
exceeded standard in reading (compared with 
75.3 percent in 2010), with gains in nearly 
every student group. In grade 7, the only 

middle school grade in which writing is tested, students improved in writing from 74.3 percent 
meeting standard in 2010 to 85.8 percent in 2011, with gains in every student group. In grade 8, 
students’ reading performance improved over 2010, from 68.2 percent to 74.7 percent meeting 
standard, with gains in nearly every student group. 

Principal Sarah Pritchett attributes this strong performance to a four-year effort to strengthen 
math and literacy instruction at the school. Teachers have taught reading strategies across all 
content areas and have incorporated literacy into every class. “We have completely updated 
our school library,” Pritchett said, “we require each student to read at least five books over the 
summer, and we have trained all our Humanities teachers in the Writers and Readers 
Workshop program from Columbia University.” 

Pritchett noted that math and literacy teachers were given release days last year to confer with 
students on their individual MAP scores and help each student set goals for the year. An after-
school Community Learning Center, taught by McClure teachers, provides extra literacy and 
math instruction for students who are right on the borderline of meeting standard. “This has 
been a very powerful program,” Pritchett said. “Students who participate in our CLC have 
shown on average 12-point growth on MSP scores and 17-point growth on MAP scores.” 

Laurelhurst Elementary School. Students at Laurelhurst Elementary 
continued their strong performance during 2011. The percent of students 
meeting or exceeding standards increased at each grade level, in nearly 
every subject area, and for nearly all student groups. In grade 5, for 
example, the percent of students meeting or exceeding standard in math 
increased from 77.1 percent in 2010 to 83.3 percent in 2011. 

Principal Kathy Jolly noted that Laurelhurst’s performance reflects the teamwork at the school. 
“We have great teachers,” she said, “who know their students and their needs.” Jolly explained 
that Laurelhurst’s teachers meet frequently as grade level teams to look closely at student work 
and assessment results and to design instruction plans to accelerate student learning. 
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“We use MAP data and classroom assessments to determine how our students are progressing 
through the school year,” Jolly said. “We have specialists and tutors who work closely with the 
classroom teachers to address specific student learning needs.” 

Jolly also praised the strong PTA, parent, and community involvement that supports teachers 
and students in the classroom.   

“We have students who are excited about coming to school and work hard to do their best,” 
Jolly said. “Our school is a positive learning environment in which every student is successful.” 

Mercer Middle School. At Mercer Middle School, students improved at 
each grade level and in every subject tested. In math, students in grade 6 
increased from 60.9 percent meeting or exceeding standard in2010 to 78.7 
percent in 2011; students in grade 7 increased from 58 percent to 71.9 
percent; and students in grade 8 increased from 57 percent to 61.4 
percent. 

Principal Susan Toth says that at Mercer, “we have a relentless vision for 
student learning... to become the first high-performing, high-poverty 

middle school in Washington State.” She notes that teachers at Mercer teach with, “urgency, 
rigor and joy.” 

Toth notes that teachers at Mercer collaborate closely to plan lessons, and have developed an 
excellent intervention system to support students who need extra help and to accelerate 
student learning in reading and math.  

Toth also said that the staff at Mercer reached out to parents and community partners to 
support student learning. “We are so proud of our kids,” Toth said. “Mercer will continue to 
lead the way, proving that truly all children can learn.” 

 

 

For media inquiries, please contact Teresa Wippel: (206) 252-0203 

For inquiries regarding assessment results, please contact Mark Teoh: 
mbteoh@seattleschools.org 

 

mailto:mbteoh@seattleschools.org
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Seattle Public Schools 

Measurements of Student Progress / High School Proficiency Exam 

System-wide Results, Percent Meeting Standard and SPS/State comparison, 2004-2011 

 

For further state, district, and school level results, please visit OSPI’s website at: 

http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/ 

 

Table 1.  Percent of students meeting standard on WASL (2004-2009) or MSP/HSPE (2010-2011) assessment. 

Subject Grade 
2003-
2004 

2004-
2005 

2005-
2006 

2006-
2007 

2007-
2008 

2008-
2009 

2009-
2010 

2010-
2011 

 
 
 

Math 
 
 
 

3 
  

67.3% 72.3% 73.4% 71.4% 68.7% 67.1% 

4 59.6% 59.1% 59.5% 61.9% 56.3% 59.8% 62.0% 64.5% 

5 
  

57.0% 63.2% 66.2% 67.7% 59.9% 65.2% 

6 
  

49.3% 49.7% 51.4% 57.9% 61.4% 65.8% 

7 43.6% 47.3% 47.4% 53.3% 52.3% 56.2% 64.3% 65.5% 

8 
  

47.5% 49.7% 53.3% 53.8% 60.4% 61.6% 

10 38.6% 40.8% 55.7% 50.2% 50.3% 48.5% 45.3% 
 

EOC Math 1 
       

60.0% 

EOC Math 2 
       

69.9% 

 
 
 

Reading 
 
 
 

3 
  

70.0% 72.3% 73.0% 74.2% 74.5% 78.6% 

4 72.0% 77.3% 80.3% 80.4% 75.4% 75.3% 68.8% 71.9% 

5 
  

76.3% 76.7% 77.5% 75.2% 70.6% 70.9% 

6 
  

62.3% 67.0% 70.9% 74.4% 68.7% 76.6% 

7 55.1% 63.5% 59.3% 67.6% 63.0% 62.0% 67.5% 62.6% 

8 
  

67.7% 63.6% 65.8% 69.6% 73.4% 72.7% 

10 55.1% 66.9% 82.4% 77.7% 80.1% 81.0% 75.4% 80.4% 

 
Writing 

 

4 54.8% 57.6% 63.8% 66.6% 62.9% 69.4% 64.7% 67.9% 

7 55.3% 57.8% 65.2% 67.3% 72.8% 74.8% 71.1% 75.7% 

10 54.5% 54.6% 79.8% 80.6% 85.2% 84.3% 84.2% 85.2% 

 
Science 

 

5 32.8% 37.0% 39.6% 42.3% 48.8% 51.8% 40.6% 63.7% 

8 34.5% 31.7% 37.0% 41.9% 45.4% 52.0% 60.4% 69.7% 

10 28.0% 32.3% 39.0% 32.5% 37.4% 41.2% 46.8% 52.7% 

 

http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/
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Table 2.  Seattle at or above the state average of percent meeting standard on WASL (2004-2009) and MSP/HSPE 

(2010-2011).   

“Yes” indicates that SPS average is at or above the state average, “No” indicates SPS average is below the state 

average. 

Subject Grade 
2003-
2004 

2004-
2005 

2005-
2006 

2006-
2007 

2007-
2008 

2008-
2009 

2009-
2010 

2010-
2011 

 
3 na na Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
4 No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
5 na na Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Math 6 na na No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
7 No No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
8 na na No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
10 No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes na 

 
EOC Math 1 na na na na na na na No 

 
EOC Math 2 na na na na na na na No 

 
3 na na Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
4 No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
5 na na Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Reading 6 na na No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
7 No No No No No Yes Yes Yes 

 
8 na na No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
10 No No Yes No No Yes No No 

 
4 No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Writing 7 No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
10 No No Yes No No No No No 

 
5 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Science 8 No No No No No Yes Yes Yes 

 
10 No No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 

 

 

 


